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Out of the Rubble: a message of peace and dignity
For the first time in the American history an African-American becomes the President of the United States of America; Barack Hussein Obama represents a new era of change, new responsibilities and duties to the Americans and the entire world. A new message to all who are oppressed; a light comes out of darkness and a life out of rubble. In his inauguration ceremony, President Obama moved the Americans people from the language of fear, terror and threat to a language of hope, optimism and justice painting a new culture of peace, dignity, honest dialogue and respect. The message to the Muslim world that his administration is moving towards a new approach based on mutual interest and mutual respect where dignity, respect and tolerances are core values for dialogue and dealing with differences.

For the first time in around three weeks, some Palestinians in the Gaza Strip are able to watch televesions and all are allowed to walk in Gaza streets searching for their missing family members and trying to find the remaining parts of their houses. The massive scale destruction of buildings, houses, schools, clinics and other infrastructure  is shocking. Rescue teams pulled more than 100 bodies from the rubble of previously inacccessilbe areas. 
The implications of Israeli airstrikes and ground invasion have gone beyond the destruction of infrastructure and loss of innocent people’s life; more than 1400 people were killed, more than half of them are women, children and elderly; more than 5300 people are wounded, half of them are children and women. More than 2/3 of the Palestinians women and children are suffering from trauma reactions. 

The devastating psychosocial consequences of the Israeli airstrikes and ground invasion appear in the social and cultural fabrics of Palestinians, their identity and their values system. They have experienced oppression, multiple, repetitive, continuous traumatic experiences and massive destructions. People are forced to leave their houses as internally displaced for the second and thirds times, which represents not only the loss of livehood, it also represents the psychological disintegration of the society at large. 
Therefore, intervention approaches must not ignore the ultimate determinants of mental health and illness, which often lie in broader social structural factors that promote mental health. This requires a holistic approach to mental health emphasizing mental health over illness that involves prevention as well as rehabilitation services. 
Jesoor Board of Directors extends their thanks and gratitude to all grassroots community organizations, human rights organizations, civilians, mothers, children, youth and old people all over the glob who showed their solidarity and supported to Palestinian children and their families. We extend our thanks to all international and regional organizations that have been vocal about the killings of innocent people in Gaza. 
Jesoor Board of Directors welcomes and appreciates the resolution adopted by Human Rights in which the council strongly condemned the disgraceful aggression and obvious human rights violations committed against Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. We also appreciate the Council’s decision of sending an independent international fact-finding mission to investigate all violations of international laws committed against Palestinians. We urge the Human Rights council to send the independent fact-finding mission as soon as possible.
Jesoor Board of Directors urges President Barack Obama to devote more efforts and time to end tens of years of Palestinians sufferings. We urge President Obama to apply the mutual respect, tolerance and dignity principles to deal with the Palestinian conflict. As you said in your speech Mr. President “all of this we can do and all of this we will do”.

Jesoor Board of Directors

Jesoor for Trauma Recovery Gaza 

City,Gaza Strip Palestine, 

POBox 1431

TelFax +9728 2884172

www.jesoor.org
